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The Role Of Women

February 16, Rajpur

In the West, the women, just like men, take jobs and have careers. I
wonder with either married or unmarried women, what is the spiritual
point of view of women working?

Spirituality is one and the same for all, whether woman or man. Being
a woman makes no difference—they are all souls. Soul is of the same
essence as that of God. The possibility is the same for a woman as for a
man. Simply, in the beginning it is a little easier for a woman to go up
because being a householder by nature, she has fewer irons in the fire. In
the majority of cases, with few exceptions, women are concerned with a
small area. They work within that area and therefore have not got many
irons in the fire. Men have got so many things on their minds, so in the
beginning, it is a bit difficult for them to withdraw from all outside and
go in, In the beginning, it is the reverse for a woman. It is easier—not like
a rich man passing through the eye of a needle.

Men have had the upper hand so far, but we are now seeing the other
side too, as women are now participating in all affairs in life. And this is
growing more from day to day in the East and West both. This trend is
less in the East but is still going on nevertheless. In India the Prime
Minister is a woman; in England, the Queen. About the question of
work, it appears even in India that there are some classes of people where
men don’t work at all; only the women work and earn the livelihood. As
for spiritual development, all have the same possibility, but the elemen-
tary steps are easier for the women. Now in the West, women are vying
like anything with the men. In due course, they will lose all the . . .
[Master searches for a word here] feminity. I don’t find a word to ex-
actly describe that womanish character that is being lost in the West.

Generally the woman has to control the kingdom of the house. When
children are born, they have to train them daily as they are in the very
commencement of man-hood. Even when the child is in the womb, the
mother’s thoughts will affect his character. If she’s of high character, you
see, then that very character will be embedded in the very construction of
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the man-body. Women have been giving birth to Godmen. Are such
Saints not born? Buddha was born where? He did not fall down from
Heaven. If all go on with their own, I cannot find any English word for
that . . . In Punjabi and Urdu we have got so many words. Sincerity,
you might say. The womanhood character, true womanhood. If they
have that, then | think the world could change. After all, the man body is
made from the combined working of both man and woman, you see.
Outward impressions and thoughts affect the very child in the womb.

We are losing that femininity—modesty. . . We have women in India
who have never seen the face of any man. They live in their own area,
quite humble, meek, in dignified womanhood. Not in the wrong sense,
but in the true sense. If the women change to their true womanhood
nature or to a more spiritual nature their very thoughts will bring out
Bonaparte, Napoleon Bonaparte, .and all other great heroes, all the
Saints. Don’t you think that side is more important now than ever? They
have never gone deeply into their own province of working and keeping
the home. Modesty, I think the word modesty might suit. If they attend
to their own areas well, then the future generations will be changed. But
this will not occur as the situation is now. Do you think future children
will become Saints with this hub-bub and heat going on like anything of
women and men both alike, changing from one to the other? So many at-
tachments, so many companions: now one is sitting with one, the other is
sitting with the other? Just see the degraded position we have come to.
When women just control their own area, quite modestly, with sanctity,
chastity, and true remembrance of God, that will affect all of the coming
generation. They can bring up heroes. Where did all Saints, all great men
come from? Their beginning started in the womb. Of course, some reac-
tions of the past also brought them to that point. So in India, the women
are called Goddesses. There is good and evil in both sides; we cannot in-
validate either. But if they remain in their own province, they’ll do
wonderful work. Women are in no way lower than men, so far as God is
concerned. From reactions of the past they have taken the body of a
woman or a man. But if they work in their own province, area, sincerely,
I think the whole world can change. One doing this part of the work, the
other doing the other part. So true modesty of women is going down,
headlong down.

Will women’s modesty return in the Golden Age?

After all, Golden Age will arise from this Iron Age, you see. It won’t
come down from Heaven. These thoughts that I am giving you are not
new thoughts; they are the thoughts which have been working in the past,
and the times have been changing. But this revival will again pick up. At
one time in India, even the king could join in any worship only in the














































































































































































