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WHAT
THE PRINCIPLES ARE
OF BHAKTI OR DEVOTION

I was just speaking about devotion, real bhakti. The
first principle, the basic principle and I would say the
grandest of all, is to know that God is everywhere. We
are living in Him and He is in us. We live and have
our being in Him, like fish in the river. The fish lives
in the water, its whole life depends on water. It lives
in water, it lives on water, from whence it gets its food.
When God wished “I am One and wish to be many”’,
the whole Universe emanated, came into being. The
whole world is an expression, a manifestation of God.
Where is that place where He is not? We are in Him,
He is in us and is our Controlling Power. All ensouled
bodies are the drops of the Ocean ofall Consciousness.
When we know this, all is beautiful. God is beautiful
and any world made by Him, manifested by Him, is
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also beautiful. Beauty comes out of beauty, not from
ugliness. Anything that appears to be ugly in the world
is the result of the spectacles that we are wearing. If
the glass of the spectacles is smoky, you will see all
smoke. If itis red, everything will appear red. Ifit
is black, everything will appear black. Well, the world
is not black, red or smoky, mind that! So we have to
change the trend of our mind, of our heart.

The first principle that we have to abide by 1s to
know that He is everywhere. We are in Him and He
is in us. When you know this, you will just pay respect
to everybody. They are all manifested in the man-
body. When we know that He is everywhere and that
He knows everything of our heart, how can we do
anything that is not good or commit a sin! Our Master
used to say, “When a child of five years is sitting by
you, you will never dare to do anything which is wrong”’.
When you have the viewpoint that He is within me, He
1s outside me, I am in Him, how can you perpetrate
anything! Can you? This is the sum and substance,
the basic principle. If you abide by it, everything will
follow of itself. The world will be béautiful. Beauty
comes out of beauty. If the world appears to be ugly
or not beautiful, that is the result of the spectacles that
you are wearing.

If you will cast out evil thoughts about others, all
are friendly. If somebody has played any hell against
us, we simply retaliate, we harbour those very thoughts
within us. Saints have been coming to the world and
the people have been meeting them very disrespectfully.
Sometimes they put them on the cross, sometimes they
burn them alive. They took the skin off the body of
one Saint. The people cry, “O God, send us some
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man to save us.” God said, “Well, I have sent you
many men to save you, but how have you treated them?
They came to give you a right understanding of the
whole show, which is that all Creation is the manifes-
tation of God. That you are all my children, drops
of the Ocean of all Consciousness. That I am your
Controlling Power. You live in me and I live in you,
but you have forgotten.” To forget is delusion, or
what is called Maya. If you go to somebody whose
eye is open, even if you speak ill of Him, He still tries
to bring you out of the abyss of ignorance. If He
gives you something, you should develop it. When
you see inside, your whole angle of vision will be changed.
Even outside you will see that it is all the manifestation
of God. It is so, and when we meet a Master, we
begin to see that it is all His manifestation.

So the first principle of devotion or bhakti is to know
that God is everywhere. We are living in Him and
He is in us. If this right understanding comes in,
then naturally right thoughts will follow. With right
thoughts there will be right speech and with right
speech, you will have right action. So always pray to
God “O God, let us come into contact with somebody
who is out of this ignorance and who sees that this whole
world is the manifestation of Thee”. But how many
are there like that? They are very rare, very few.
God has been sending these persons of right under-
standing to give you right understanding, and how have
they been treated? God said, ““I have sent men to you
who have said that they were God, but you have not
respected them. I have also sent you those who have
said that, “I am a man like you, it is all God’s grace.”
What do you then say? You say that if He is a man
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like us, then how can He take us out?”’ These are the
aspects of how God sends us men of right understanding
and how we treat them.

The main principle is to know that God is everywhere.
It is a fact and we have to develop, to open that eye to
see that it is so. That eye is opened only when you
meet with somebody who opens it within you. It is
called the Third Eye, or the Single Eye. You will
begin to see that it is all the manifestation of God.
There is no evil in the world. If it appears to be evil,
it is due to the smoky or coloured glasses that you are
wearing on your heart or mind. You will find that
if you think in the way that I have just told you, then
naturally you will have respect and love for all, even
for your enemies. They might think otherwise of you,
but if you have thrashed out every evil thought within
you for everybody, you will see with that angle of
vision, which the Master gives you, that it is all the
manifestation of God. Then naturally, everybody will
be beautiful. You will see this beauty even in your
enemy. A perverted view is only on account of smoky
glasses.

Whatever comes into our lives, sometimes good,
sometimes not to our taste, is all due as a reaction of our
past karma. What you have sown, you will have to
reap. Itis no fault of God, it is our own fault. What
we have sown we must reap. If you sow one pepper
seed, it will grow into a plant that will give hundreds
of peppers. If you sow one mango seed, a tree will grow
that will give you hundreds of mangos. So if you cast
out all evil from your mind by having the right under-
standing, then all will be beautiful. Whatever else
comes, either it is a reaction of our past or it comes

























































































































































